Who's got a question
about electionsin
Santa Clara?

Gz Does sy vole conmt!

“es! Yes! Yes! There have been several
Instances where the gap between the winning
and losing candidates came down to a handful of
votes. In Vallejo's mayoral election last fall, only
three votes separated the two contenders. And
Caltfornta was admitted Into the United States fn
1BS0 by a one wote marginl EVery woie COurmis.
Every vire matters, Everyvote can make a
ditference.

Oz What docs “Row-partisan” mean?

Elected offices in citles are not tied to political
parties as they are in state or national elections.
Candidates are not required o state their
political party afftlation, but they are free to
seek endorsements. from a political party if they
chopse. Polithcal partlies and spectal nterest
groups will often (dentify candidates in [ocal
povernment races they prefer.

Q: What is the virlie of an endorsesent?
Candidates can spend a ot of time In seekdng endorsements in the hopes that voters will feel mone
confident about a candidate who has been endorsed by an Individual, group or newspaper they
Imow and respect. 1t Is up to each voter to determine f an endorsement has value in selecting which
candidate to suppart.

Oz What are siate matiers?

There are bwo types of “slates,” and each is quite different. Occastonally, candidates with similar
positions will campalgn and produce matertals together, sharing costs. That is one type of slate.
More frequently, the slate mallers voters recelve during electlon season list recommended candidates
for a vartety of elected positions In the region or statewdde. Thesa matlers are published by
organtzations that may represent a special imterest, political party, or value system. In most cases,
candidates are invited to purchase space on this type of slate maller, on a first-come, first-inciuded
basts,

Qz Do Chy employees got imvolved i compaigns?

It is not only unethical. i s Hegal for City employees to use City ime or resources to suppart a
candidate for political office. City stafi members are careful to treat all candidates equally, providing
the same acress to Information to all. City workens may not appear in candidate advertisements or
campalgn for candidates wearing thetr uniforms or City identification. Clty employees have the right
as citi zens to personally support the candidates of their chodes, but only on thelr own time and with
personal funds.

Oz What “tecth® does the ethics program have to make candidates and thelr supporters be acconrtable for
thelbr actions?

woters have the absolute power to make accountability the highest priority for candidates, 1f
candidates see that voters will only cast their ballots for candidates who demonstrate their values
by running honest, responsible campalgns, that [s all the “teeth” the ethics program needs to ba
effective. The Clty cannot discipline candidates for unethical campalgn practices, but voters can by
passing over those candidates who don®t fight fairly.

Running for office costs money...

where does the $55 come from?

Every candidate for public office In Caltfornia is required to file
perindic campalgn disclosare statements that (st personal financial
Information and sources of campalgn contributions. Any conéribution
of $100 or more must iInchide the name, address and employer of the
comtributor. This allows voters to see who s financlally supporting which
candidates.

Sama Clara candidates are Invited 1o participate n a
voluntary campalgn expenditure [tmit. 1o 2008, this amount is -
£20,B89 todal for a campaign. [f the candidate agrees to stay -
within the lmit, the City pays half of the appromimate $2,000
cost of the candidate’s statement of qualificattons printed in
the ballot pamphlet. Partictpating candidates may also accept
contributtons from a single source of up to $500, compared to the 5250
maximom from a single sonree for candidates who do not agree to Hmit thelr
campalgn expenditures.

For information on which candidates are participating in the volumary
expenditure limit, and the campalgn disclosore statements of all candidates,
g0 to the website www.SantaClaraCampalgnDollars.org. R,:, g

Read campaign
mailers carefully to
find their source,

judge their content

My brocherres that “ondorse” a variety of
candidates for different offices are aciatly paid-
for advertistmg by the comdidates themsehes,

The group that appears to be mafling the
plece usually has a vague name that references
family values, public safety, educatton, the
environment, or even a political party. There
Is nothing wrong with candidates using some
of thelr campalgn funds to be part of a co-op
malling with other candidates. but marmy of
these mallers are confusing to voters. Reading
the small type will tell a voter a more complete
story.

Any tndividual or orgamization can send a
political matler or place an advertisement abont a
candidate, withont the camdidate’s knowledge or
approval.

These efforts do not count In the candidate's
reporting of how much money was spent on
the campaign. This type of political marketing
Is called an *independent expenditure” and its
purpose has been to ophold the Consttutional
guarantes of free speech while encouraging an
active public dialogue about candidates and
Issues, Requirements that candidates and thedr
campalgn workers be totally unimeolved in these
effiorts. are strictly enforced. Unfortunately,
Independent expenditures have sometimas
berome vehicles for nasty or misleading “hit”
pleces on a candidate's opponent. Reading the
small type will help a voter identify the true
source and parpase of each campalgn plece.

Muost cawd tdates creafe @ committes name fo
acoept coniriwtions.

Often, these committees have names ltke
“Committes to elect ..." or *Friends of ..* The
candidate is ssuwed a campalgn identity mumber
by the Caltfornta State Fair Political Practices
Commisston. Campalgn mallers must inchade
the committee name, address, and, preferably,
the identity number. Vioters can contact the
FPPC (52e page 4] ta clarify who is behind the
committee and whether it is contralled by the
candidate or another group.

“Bad officials
are elected by
good citizens who

do not vote.”

George [ean Mathan
American journalist
1882-1958
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VOTE

Public education from the City of Saﬁi:; Clara supporting the
City Code of Ethics & Values s www.VoteEthics.org




